Cellular and molecular mechanisms of carcinogenesis.
Our understanding of the cellular and molecular mechanisms of cancer of the gastrointestinal tract has increased dramatically over the last several decades. We are identifying new players in the pathways toward cancer with increasing frequency. In addition, we have come to understand that no single pathway acts by itself; in vivo, the effects are combinatorial. As new and better cell culture and animal models of carcinogenesis arise, our knowledge will continue to grow. As we learn more, we will be able to translate the results of our research into new and better techniques for the diagnosis and treatment of gastrointestinal cancers.